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	 A feature article by Mike Dugo, published in the September 25, 2001 edition of the 

that Travis Pike was a Massachusetts standout music contributor during the 60’s.  He 
migrated to Southern California in 1968, where his career emphasis shifted from 
performance to composition and his first Hollywood film score was for a film about the 
assassination of Robert Kennedy called The Second Gun, nominated in 1974 by the 
Golden Globes for Best Documentary Feature.

	 Between 1974 and the present, hyphens piled up as Travis earned more motion 
picture credits as an actor, writer, composer, producer, director and film editor.  At the 
1999 Chicago International Film Festival, he won a Silver Plaque, Intercom Special 
Achievement – Writing award for his 90 minute performance video of his original epic 
narrative rhyme, Grumpuss and in 2006, he won two awards for Creative Excellence 
(shared with co-producer Jo Christensen), from the U.S. International Film and Video 
Festival for the New Playwrights Foundation production of Volunteers for Verdi, a feature 
documentary film about a dedicated amateur opera company.

	 Earlier film work included directing Cine-Media International’s 1981 production of 
Fandango (pilot for a country-western musical variety show featuring Barbie Benton and 
the Jerry Johnson Band), and a 1984 long-form music video, Ventures in Space, produced 
with David Carr for Award Records and Tapes, featuring songs from The Ventures NASA’s 
25th Anniversary LP.
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http://www.musicdish.com/mag/index.php3?id=4457MusicDish eJournal asserts that

	 Travis founded Otherworld Cottage Industries in 2013, 
adding publisher to his many hyphens and released his memoir 
of his early days as a storyteller, singer-songwriter, along with 
a collection of his lyrics and early narrative rhymes in Odd 
Tales and Wonders, 1964-1974:  A Decade of Performance. 

 	 In 2013, writing the Foreword to Travis Edward 
Pike’s Odd Tales and Wonders:  1964-1974 A Decade of 
Performance for Otherworld Cottage Industries, Harvey 
Kubernik, music historian and author of A Perfect Haze:  The 
Illustrated History of the Monterey International Pop Festival 
and Canyon of Dreams:  The Magic and Music of Laurel 
Canyon, discovered an unexpected link between Travis 
Edward Pike’s early career and the Beatles.  



	 In October 1963, home on leave from the U.S. Navy, Travis wrote the title song 
to Demo Derby, a 28 minute crash action short that played on more than six thousand 
screens across the U.S.A. with A Hard Day’s Night.  And earnings from that short film’s 
theatrical run provided financing for Feelin’ Good, a 1966 rock musical feature film starring 
Travis and featuring eight of his original songs.  

	 When Beatlemania swept the U.S.A., Travis was overseas and in his off duty hours, 
booked as “Teddy:  the Twistsensation aus USA,” was fronting for the popular German-
Italian rock band, The Five Beats!  In fact, Travis’s introduction to the Beatles was through 
the double-sided German language Beatles hit, “Komm gib mire deine hand” and “Sie 
liebt Dich.”  Like trains that pass in the night, they never met, never played on the same 
stage, but shared billing on thousands of movie screens as well as stellar performance 
histories in Germany.
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	 By October 2013, through Otherworld Cottage Industries, Travis and his younger 
brother, Adam Pike, had produced CDs of fresh performances of Travis’ original works 
for Odd Tales and Wonders:  Stories in Rhyme and Odd Tales and Wonders:  Stories in 
Song, compiled and or recorded, sweetened, and remixed all his Morningstone Music CD 
and a new Grumpuss 15th Anniversary Audio Theater Edition CD and in keeping with the 
50th anniversary re-release of the Beatles Hard Day’s Night, released a Demo Derby, 
50th Anniversary Edition on DVD.

	 Within a few short weeks of Harvey’s delivery of his Foreword, Travis delivered 
a published copy of Odd Tales and Wonders to him.   Impressed by the quality of the 
book and the speed of its publication, Harvey told Travis about his plans for It Was 50 
Years Ago Today.  On the spot, Travis proposed to publish it through his new Otherworld 
Cottage Industries.

	 This year, Otherworld Cottage Industries plans to release more music CDs from 
Travis’s back catalog, his new novel, Morningstone and his non-fiction book about the 
historic, folkloric, mythical and mystical underpinnings of that musical fantasy adventure,  
The Mysteries of Morningstone.  And Otherworld is also contemplating production of an 
as yet untitled documentary film intended to reintroduce Travis to the music world -- older, 
certainly; wiser, perhaps; but more determined than ever to rock on!

	 All of which makes Otherworld Cottage Industries especially proud to start the 
new year by publishing Harvey Kubernik’s insightful compilation, It Was 50 Years Ago 
Today, THE BEATLES Invade America and Hollywood, a book all about the Beatles, 
Beatlemania, the Beatles’ Hollywood connection and the intensely exciting golden age of 
pop music they inspired, featuring interviews, memories and analysis from many of the 
rock and pop music movers and shakers of the times.
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	 Travis Edward Pike is a Chairman Emeritus of the New Playwrights Foundation 
(Santa Monica, California), and a former vice president of the Alameda Writers Group, 
(Glendale, California), for whom he created and hosted the Whole Script Special Interest 

Group from 2001 to 2006.   In an on-going effort 
to improve the overall quality of writing, both non-
profits offer insightful critiques of early drafts of 
stage plays and screenplays for their members.
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